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and a huge basket was to be swung underneath the car for carrying supplies of gasoline and provisions.
Though far from being satisfied with many of the details of this installation, rather than have the Expedition postponed one year, I decided to accept it, hoping to get it all in better order with our own staff of mechanics at Spitz-bergen. So much time had been lost that in order to catch the Frithjof at Tromso, and reach our base at Spitsbergen early enough to have a chance to finish our work of preparation and get a voyage that summer, it was necessary to charter a special train to carry the airship from Paris to Antwerp, where the steamer Frigga was waiting to carry the cargo to the south Norwegian coast, thence to be taken on 1,000 miles to Tromso in the far north. We sent our own men with the cargo to make sure everything was properly handled, caught every connection, and July 4th left Tromso with everything aboard the Frithjof.
Tromso is one of the most northerly towns in the world. It is near the 70th parallel of north latitude, which places it in about the same latitude as Cape Farewell, the southern end of Greenland, and the northern shores of Alaska. The chief industry of the place is fishing, though there is a little agriculture. Among